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The Feminization of Addiction from the Perspective of Addicted Women

Abstract

The increase of women presence in society, in addition to desirable opportunities,
has also brought social harms. Observing women smoking cigarettes and other
drugs in public sphere is a sign of addiction feminization, which has been studied
in present study using grounded theory method. The target population of this
study was women involved in addiction in Tehran, and 20 of these people were
interviewed as study subjects. The sampling method was purposeful and snowball
due to lack of access to the population. The data collection tool and technique for
this study was in-depth and semi-structured interviews. In order to analyze the
data, the Strauss and Corbin coding method was used in the form of open, axial,
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and selective coding. The results of the study showed that the background and
context of the feminization of addiction is a dysfunctional family, in which access
to drugs and social learning as intervening conditions and social despair as causal
conditions play a very prominent role in this matter. The consequences of the
feminization of addiction are: a decrease in social capital, physical and mental
ilinesses, an epidemic of deviations and social exclusion, and addicted women
use the strategy of justification and denial to avoid being labeled and socially
excluded. A very significant point that was noted in this research was that social
despair is intelligently applied to addicted women by foreign media and virtual
space to both prevent hope for recovery and destroy hope for the future among
the generation of young women.

Keywords: Addiction, Social Despair, Grounded Theory, Feminization, Social
Exclusion.
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